Frederick Wilfrid ("Wilf")  Lancaster (1933 – 2013) was a British-American librarian and information scientist. Lancaster was a great analytical thinker and had broad intellectual influence in the late 20th century.  
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F.W. Lancaster immigrated to the US in 1959 and worked as information specialist for the National Library of Medicine in Bethesda, Maryland, from 1965 to 1968. He was a professor at the University of Illinois, Urbana, from 1972 to 1992 and professor emeritus from 1992 to 2013. He continued as an honored scholar after retirement speaking on the evolution of librarianship in the 20th and 21st century. He was awarded Best Information Science Book of the Year three times by the  Association for Information Science and Technology. 
Lancaster graduated as an associate of the British Library Association from the University of 
Northumbria at Newcastle, England, in 1955 and was named a fellow of the Library Association of Great Britain in 1969. He began his professional career as a senior assistant at the Newcastleupon-Tyne Public Libraries. He immigrated in 1959 to Akron, Ohio to become the senior librarian for science and technology at the Akron Public Library. 
 
Lancaster worked as the technical librarian for Babcock & Wilcox from 1960 until he returned to the U.K. in 1962 to become a senior research assistant at ASLIB in London. 
In 1964, Lancaster returned to the U.S. where he was integrally involved in the design and management of MEDLARS, the National Library of Medicine's computerized bibliographic retrieval system for articles in academic journals in medicine and allied health professions.  
 
Lancaster was appointed director of the biomedical librarianship program at the University of Illinois-Urbana in 1970 where he did research and taught until 1992. He directed numerous doctoral dissertations, served on many doctoral committees and was especially supportive of international students. A list of dissertation committees on which he served is included in the 2008 Festschrift published in his honor. 
Lancaster edited the journal, Library Trends, for 20 years (1986 to 2006.) 
Lancaster participated in many international conferences and lecture series in Australia; Brazil; 
Canada; China; Colombia; Costa Rica; Denmark; Egypt; England; Finland; France; Germany; 
Guatemala; Hong Kong; India; Israel; Italy; Mexico; Namibia; the Netherlands; Norway; Poland; 
Portugal; Singapore; South Africa; Spain; Sri Lanka; Sweden; Syria; Taiwan; Tunisia; Turkey; and the West Indies. He was a Fulbright professor at the Indian Statistical Institute (1991); in Denmark at the Royal School of Librarianship, (1985); and in Brazil at the Instituto Brasileiro de Informacao em Ciencia e Technologia. 
 
In a family tribute Cesaria Lancaster (Maria Cesaria Volpe), who married Frederick Wilfrid Lancaster in 1961, and his six children provided warm reflections of their life together. At the time of his death, he had thirteen grandchildren. 
 
Selected Awards 
· (1992) Best Information Science Book of the Year for Indexing and Abstracting in Theory and Practice (ASSIS&T) 
· (1988) ASIS&T Award of Merit (1988) 
· (1988) Inaugural recipient of "Outstanding Information Science Teacher Award " American Society for Information Science, 1980 
· (1981) John Brubaker Award to recognize an outstanding work of literary merit for "The Future of the Librarian Lies Outside the Library", by the Catholic Library Association. 
· (1979) Best Information Science Book of the Year for Information Retrieval Systems: Characteristics, Testing, and Evaluation 
· (1978) Best Information Science Book of the Year for Toward Paperless Information Systems (ASSIS&T) 
· (1974) Best Information Science Book of the Year for Information Retrieval On-line, F. Wilfrid Lancaster and E.G. Fayen 
· (1969) Best JASIST Paper (1969) for "MEDLARS: Report on Evaluation of its Operating Efficiency" 
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