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Maynard J. Brichford (1926-2019), Fellow and President of the Society of American Archivists, established the archives program at the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign.  
 
He was responsible for bringing the American Library Association Archives to the University of IllinoisChampaign. 
 
Upon graduation from Madison High School in Ohio in 1944, Maynard Brichford completed a semester at Hiram College before entering the Navy.  After World War II he completed college and earned a MS in history from the University of Wisconsin-Madison.  
 
Brichford worked at the Wisconsin State Historical Society, then went on to positions in records management with the states of Illinois (1956-59) and Wisconsin (1959-63). 
 
He was appointed as the first full-time Archivist of the University of Illinois in 1963.  Under his leadership the University of Illinois archives grew into national prominence for which he was recognized with the Chancellor's Medallion in 2017.   
 
Brichford was a Fellow of the Society of American Archivists and served as its president in 1979-80.  He retired in 1995.  In addition to numerous publications on archival topics, he authored a biography of UI football coach Bob Zuppke.   
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