Librarians We Have Lost, Sesquicentennial Memories -1976-2026: Sara Fine (1932-2012)

Dr. Sara Fine, professor emeritus of information sciences at the University of Pittsburgh, brought her background as a licensed psychologist to her research, teaching, and publications in the field of information and library science. Her work explored many facets of human interaction with information and technology and how the technological revolution affects individuals, organizations, and societies. She conducted a series of national research studies sponsored by the United States Office of Education on the human aspects of technological innovation, and worked with libraries —as well as a variety of other organizations —on preparing staff for new technological events.

She was an active member of the American Library Association, including the ALA Special Presidential Committee “Your Right to Know: Librarians Make it Happen” where she led students in a project to collect stories about how libraries changed people’s lives. Sara Fine changed the way we think about and practice reference services through her emphasis on behavioral issues and listening skills in her research, teaching, and continuing education efforts.

Her groundbreaking focus on uniting the behavioral sciences with the information sciences was honored by the establishment and endowment of the Sara Fine Institute for Interpersonal Behavior and Technology at the University Of Pittsburgh School Of Information Science.
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