Librarians We Have Lost, Sesquicentennial Memories -1976-2026: Valerie J. Wilford 
Valerie J. Wilford held a bachelor's degree in education from Illinois State University and a master's degree in library science from the University of Illinois.
She was Executive Director of the Alliance Library System (IL).
Valerie Wilford spearheaded the first national virtual conference for the American Association of School Libraries (AASL) and developed a FREENET for rural libraries. She was a a member of the American Library Association, the Association of Specialized and Cooperative Library Agencies, the Illinois Library Association, the American Association of School Librarians, and the Illinois School Library and Media Association.
· She was President of the Illinois Library Association in 1984. 
· Illinois Librarian of the Year in 1992.
·  Hugh Atkinson Award (ALA) for contributions to multi-type library cooperation and resource-sharing.
· ASCLA/ ALA Leadership Achievement Award for setting new standards in cooperation among all types of libraries.

· RUSA/ALA  Margaret E. Monroe Award for Adult Services
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