Librarians We Have Lost, Sesquicentennial Memories -1976-2026--Dr. Nettie Lee Benson 
Dr. Nettie Lee Benson (1905 – 1993) worked at the Latin American Collection at the University of Texas for 34 years, later renamed as the Benson Latin American Collection in her honor. She earned degrees at the University of Texas-Austin including the PhD.
As head librarian Benson developed a world-class research library using innovative acquisitions strategies such as personal visits to publishers, bookstores, authors, and government agencies in various Latin American countries.
Benson was a founding member of the Seminar on the Acquisition of Latin American Library Materials (SALALM) in 1956, and from 1960 to 1962 she traveled to Latin America as an agent for the Latin American Cooperative Acquisitions Program (LACAP), a consortium of U.S. research libraries.
After 1949, she taught history and library science simultaneously with her work managing the Latin American Collection. She also co-founded a graduate program in library science for specialists in Latin America.
Benson served with distinction as chairperson of the Bolton Prize Committee, Conference on Latin American History (1970); as president of the Fourth International Conference of U.S. and Mexican Historians (1973); and on the editorial board of the Hispanic American Historical Review (1974–1979).
Mexico awarded Benson the Order of the Aztec Eagle in 1979.
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