Librarians We Have Lost, Sesquicentennial Memories -1976-2026: Joel M. Lee
Personal note: Joel M. Lee was in my class at the  University of Chicago Graduate Library School. We both were fortunate in having Dr. Lester Asheim as our thesis  advisor. When Joel edited a festschrift for Dr. Asheim I was honored to be invited to write an essay for that volume. As young librarians in the Chicago area in the early 1970's (Joel at Lake Forest College, me at Rosary College [now Dominican University]) we worked together on library cooperation projects with the Illinois Regional Library Council.
Joel was like a comet..so many ideas--e-mail before there was e-mail-- ALANET; laserdisc publishing; CD-ROMS. Joel's career was a road-map for librarians engaging new technologies. As American Library Association Librarian he inspired many to take on technological opportunities. He was gone, too soon, but burned a bright path.
 Joel M. Lee (1949- 1994) was American Library Association Headquarters Librarian from 1977 to 1986, and ALA's senior manager for Information Technology Publishing, until 1988.
He earned the MA at the University of Chicago Graduate Library School in 1972.  Dr. Lester Asheim was his thesis advisor. Title: "The Historical and Philosophical Relationship between the Spanish Index of Prohibited Books of 1559 and the Tridentine Index of 1564."
After graduation Joel worked as Head of Technical Services at Lake Forest College Library in Illinois.
Joel was active in the creation of the Illinois Regional Library Council and edited 2 volumes of the directory, Libraries and Information Centers in the Chicago Metropolitan Area with Beth Hamilton.
He was hired by the American Library  Association as Headquarters Librarian in 1977.  Joel Lee's contributions at ALA were as numerous as they were diverse and creative.
· In 1978 he compiled and edited the  ALA Publications Checklist (multiple editions).
· He was associate editor for the first and second editions of the ALA World Encyclopedia.
· He edited Who's Who in Library and Information Services (1982).
· He wrote the column, "Librarian's Library" for American Libraries.
· He founded ALANET (ALANET was the American Library Association's electronic information service. It began in 1984 at the ALA Midwinter Meeting. By mid-April, 1985,  900 "electronic mailboxes" had been activated, representing every kind of library, state and federal agencies and national libraries, library suppliers and publishers, associations and networks, ALA units and many of their members, and even individual librarians throughout the U.S., Canada, and abroad). 
· He initiated ALA's video publishing program.
· He was promoted to senior manager of the Information Technology Publishing program
In 1988 Joel M. Lee left ALA to become director of marketing for Autographics. There he developed documentation and provided vision and direction for software, eventually becoming the California-based vendor's production development coordinator.
Joel Lee died in 1994.
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