Librarians We Have Lost, Sesquicentennial Memories -1976-2026: Kathryn Luther Henderson (July 12, 1923 - August 18, 2022)
Professor Kathryn Luther Henderson was born in rural Champaign County, Illinois on the family farm purchased by her paternal grandparents. She earned all her college degrees at the University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign: an AB in history and English in 1944, a BS in library science in 1948, and an MS in library science in 1951. She was a founding member and first national secretary of Beta Phi Mu, the international honor society for library and information studies. Following work as a serials cataloger at the University of Illinois from 1950-1953 and as circulation librarian (1953-1956) and head cataloger (1956-1965) at McCormick Theological Seminary in Chicago, she returned to Urbana to join the faculty of the Graduate School of Library Science where she taught until Fall 2010.  The courses Cataloging and Classification I and II were her primary focus for many years, but she subsequently developed a course on Technical Services Functions and developed and team-taught a course on Preserving Information Resources with her husband William T Henderson, the University’s Preservation Librarian. While over the course of her career she  made numerous research and service contributions, her most valuable legacy is the hundreds of students whom she taught. Students were inspired by her example to be enthusiastic about librarianship and to strive for excellence in their work just as she sought excellence in teaching. 
Awards:
University of Illinois Award for Excellence in Graduate and Professional Teaching 1991
Beta Phi Mu Award 1993
Library School Alumni Association Distinguished Alumnus Award 1993 
ALISE Excellence in Teaching Award 1995
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Memories of the Hendersons, from Steve Oberg
Kathie Henderson and her husband Bill, as well as Linda Smith, were (in Linda's case, still is) mentors and very dear friends of the highest caliber for decades. I owe them an enormous debt. The nicely written tributes highlight so many wonderful things but still fall short of reality. I have been privileged to carry on a part of Kathie's work, teaching Technical Services Functions since 2003 at the iSchool at Illinois. That has expanded to teaching Bibliographic Metadata, E-Resources Management, and most recently, Reference and Information Services. It was their example and their encouragement that led me into teaching, although I don't think I could ever come close to their level of sustained excellence. Favorite memories are of Kathie's special handwriting, both on assignments and on birthday cards and Christmas letters. Bill's quiet empathy and support. Getting to know their cats, one of whom is still living (Leo, their beloved orange tabby), last I heard from Linda. The (then paper) extensive annotations of all of the course readings they assigned. I've never received faster and more detailed feedback on assignments than from Kathie.
I miss the Hendersons greatly.

More Memories:
· I would not have succeeded in completing my program without them and their unflagging faith in me; they refused to let me fail, time and time again.
· During my first experience of teaching Technical Services Functions, I developed a severe case of meningitis and was hospitalized, and they readily stepped in and filled my teaching role while I recovered.
· They were always interested in and helpful about personal issues and struggles within my immediate family, and then when I married and had kids of my own, of all of them, too, and the many crises that inevitably occurred over time.
· I treasure the many meals enjoyed in their home, sitting around a table and chatting; and they always made clear that I had a place to stay there with them if I ever needed it.
· They connected me with others who became similarly dear friends, including Janet Lee-Smeltzer, who died far too young of cancer about five years ago, as well as her husband, Tom Wilson, now retired from the University of Alabama; Tom and I are frequently in touch and get together every chance we can and it is all because of the connection established originally by the Hendersons.
· It was Mrs. Henderson who pushed me to apply for a student grant award from NASIG when I was still in library school, which I was astonished to win, and I went on to enjoy a very active and sustained career in that organization as a professional home for many years.
· Something she incorporated into her coursework as a foundational principle was the concept of “bridging the gaps” — meaning, differences between technical services and public services, for example, or differences between acquisitions and cataloging, etc. This framework was extremely foundational and influential to me and has permanently shaped my longterm view of the profession. It is because of that focus that I have ever since been of the mindset that I want to bridge the many gaps that exist in library and information services, including between vendors and librarians and in so many other ways. And I carry that mindset forward into my own teaching and mentoring.

…and yet, all of this still falls short of their many contributions and all that they poured into me professionally and personally.

-------------------------------------------------------------------
By Steve Oberg
Assistant Professor
Wheaton College


