Librarians We Have Lost (1976-2026), Michael Richard Cart
Michael Cart, beloved librarian and author, was a founding member of the governing committee of the Arne Nixon Center for the Study of Children’s Literature at California State University, Fresno. He was invited to this position by Michael Gorman, then dean of library services, and John Welty, then president of the university.   His wisdom and his leadership for many years shaped the center, as did his donations of literally thousands of books. 
Because of his donations, the center has now the largest collection of LBGTQ literature for young people of any library (he said). Michael also gave the center the entire private library of Walter R. Brooks and even Brooks’s typewriter. Graphic novelist Eric Shanower designed a special Freddy the Pig book plate for Michael’s books.   Michael also donated his papers from his career as a librarian, teacher, author, television interviewer, and critic.
 He spoke at many conferences at the center and wrote the forward to In the Garden: Essays in Honor of Frances Hodgson Burnett, an anthology of essays published after the center sponsored the first-ever conference about Burnett. And yes, he did convince us to host several meetings of the Friends of Freddy.   He was my mentor as a librarian and an author, and he became a dear friend. Even after we both retired, we stayed in close touch, emailing about library and literary issues until the week before he passed away. I miss him so much.   
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