Librarians We Have Lost-Sesquicentennial Memories -1976-2026: Dr. Orvin "Lee" Shiflett


Dr. Orvin "Lee" Shiflett (1947 - 2016) was a library historian, academic librarian and professor at Louisiana State University and University of North Carolina-Greensboro. He was Chair of the Library History Round Table.
Lee received the Master of Library Service from Rutgers University and the doctorate in Library Science from Florida State University in 1979.
Dr. Shiflett was Acquisitions Librarian and Coordinator of Technical Services at the University of Wisconsin-LaCrosse.  After receiving the PhD, he was  Professor at the Louisiana State University School of Library and Information Science until 2001. He then became Professor and Chair of the Department of Library and Information Studies at University of North Carolina-Greensboro until 2009 when he returned to teaching full time. 
Dr. Shiflett was active in the American Library Association, serving on various ACRL and Library Research Round Table committees and as Chair of the Library History Round Table. He also served the Association for Library and Information Science Education in various capacities, including co-chairing the 2002 ALISE conference. 
Dr. Shiflett was a scholar.  His first book, The Origins of American Academic Librarianship, is recognized as a classic text on the history of American academic libraries and has been noted as the primary source for information on literature and research on this topic published prior to 1980.
Selected publications of Dr. Orvin Lee Shiflett.
· William Terry Couch and the Politics of Academic Publishing: An Editor’s Career as Lightning Rod for Controversy. McFarland, 2015.
·  "The American Library History Round Table: The First Quarter Century" Library History Round Table Newsletter: New Series 4 (Spring 2000), pp. 5-10.
· Louis Shores: Defining Educational Librarianship. 1996. Lanham, Md.: Scarecrow Press.
·  "Hampton, Fisk, and Atlanta: The Foundations, the American Library Association, and Library Education for Blacks, 1925-1941." with Robert Sydney Martin. Libraries and Culture 31 (Spring 1996): 299-325.
· Shiflett, Orvin Lee, and J. Norman Heard. 1991. Bookman’s Guide to Americana. 10th ed. Metuchen, N.J.: Scarecrow Press.
· "Clio's Claim: The Role of Historical Research in Library and Information Science" Library Trends 32 (Spring 1984): 385-406. 
· "The Government as Publisher: An Historical Review." Library and Information Science Research 4 (Summer 1982): 115-35. 
· Brunet, Patrick J. and Lee Shiflett. "Out-of-Print and Antiquarian Books: Guides for Reference Librarians" RQ  32 (Fall 1992): 85-100.  
· Shiflett, Orvin Lee. 1981. Origins of American Academic Librarianship. Norwood, N.J.: Ablex Pub. Corp.
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