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William "Bill" Armstrong Katz was born on July 6, 1924, in Seattle, Washington. He received his B.A. in Journalism from the University of Washington in 1947. He received his M.A. in Library Science from the same school in 1956. He received his PhD from the Graduate Library School, University of Chicago in 1965.
Katz served in the U.S. Army from 1942-1945 during World War II and received the Bronze Star.
[image: The Bronze Star Medal (BSM) is a United States Armed Forces decoration awarded to members of the United States Armed Forces for either heroic achievement, heroic service, meritorious achievement, or meritorious service in a combat zone.]
Katz was editor of the journal Reference Quarterly for 10 years, during which time he oversaw its transition from a short newsletter to a leading scholarly journal. He served as the editor for the Journal of Education for Librarianship from 1964 to 1972. He was professor at the School of Information Science and Policy (SISP) at the State University of New York at Albany where he would remain for the rest of his academic career.
 He was editor of The Reference Librarian in 1981 and The Acquisitions Librarian in 1987.
Katz wrote more than 50 books and articles during his career. In 1969, Katz published his two-volume Introduction to Reference Work which quickly became a standard textbook in reference education. The 8th edition was published in 2002. He also created and edited the reference text Magazines for Libraries, first published in 1969, which is in its 29th print edition as of 2021.
Katz also served as editor and compiler of over 40 works on various topics in library science, poetry, and the history of books. In 1991, he and his wife, Linda Sternberg Katz, published The Columbia Granger's Guide to Poetry Anthologies. Katz also published on bibliographic history, including Cuneiform to Computer: A History of Reference Sources (1998) and A History of Book Illustrations: 29 Points of View (1994).
For more see: Maatta, Stephanie (2007-07-12). "William A. Katz: A Lifetime of Scholarship". The Reference Librarian. 47 (1): 9–15.
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